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The Eight Core Beliefs
1. Understanding the English learner requires gathering as much information as possible about the child and his or her family and community.

2. There is an important relationship between language, culture, and learning.

3. Language is a tool for learning.

4. There are multiple paths to childhood bilingualism.

5. Language development and learning are shaped by children’s experiences.

6. Second-language acquisition is a complex process.

7. Acquiring oral language fluency in English differs from acquiring academic English, the formal language of the school.

8. Being able to communicate in more than one language empowers children in a multicultural society.
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